
March 12, 2020 
 
The East Mills Community School District is working closely with the Mills County Public 
Health Department regarding guidance in preventing and responding to the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) in the school setting.  There is ongoing communication between East Mills 
Community School District and the Mills County Public Health Department.  Updated 
information will be released as it becomes available.  
 
The Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) believes the risk to the general 
American Public remains low.  Given the time of year, it is important for schools to 
emphasize to students, faculty and staff that the best way to prevent transmission of 
any respiratory illness (including flu) in schools is to follow everyday preventive actions: 
 

● Wash hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after 
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing, before eating and after going to the 
bathroom. 

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
● Stay home when sick with respiratory issues. 
● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue/elbow, then wash your hands. 
● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular 

household cleaning spray or disinfectant wipes. 
 
While there is no reason to close schools now, we must be prepared in the event there 
is an outbreak in our schools.  Should a closure be necessary at some point in the 
future, ongoing communication between home and school will be essential.  We will use 
the East Mills School’s webpage, Facebook and School Messenger to highlight updates 
and pertinent information.  
 
While we are in school and following the guidance of Mills County Public Health and the 
CDC, sharing information with your children (age appropriate messages) is equally 
important so that students are aware of healthy tips that will minimize the spread of 
infections. 
 
We realize this is stressful for all our East Mills families, students and staff.  We will 
continue to make decisions in alignment with local and state experts and share timely 
information with you.  If you have additional questions, you can reach the high school at 
712-624-8645, the elementary at 712-624-8696 or Mills County Health at 712-527-9699.   
 


